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sounds a parley, and desired to speak with the offi-
cer. The major, as drunk as he was, could tell her,
that by the articles she was to be assured no further
than Tame, and being now five miles beyond it, she
was a fair enemy, and therefore demanded to ren-
der themselves prisoners. The lady seemed sur-
prised ; but, being sensible she was in the wrong,
offered to compound for her goods, and would have
given him 300/. and, I think, seven or eight horses.
The major would certainly have taken it, if he had
not been drunk; but he refused it, and gave threat-
ening words to her, blustering in language which he
thought proper to frighten a woman, viz, that he
would cut them all to pieces, and give no quarter,
and the like. The lady, who had been more used to
the smell of powder than he imagined, called some
of her servants to her, and, consulting with them
what to do, they all unanimously encouraged her to
let them fight; told her it was plain that the com-
mander was drank, and all that were with him
were rather worse than he, and hardly able to sit
their horses; and that therefore one bold charge
would put them all into confusion. In a word, she
consented, and, as she was a woman, they desired
her to secure herself among the waggons; but she
refused, and told them bravely, she would take her
fate with them. In short, she boldly bade my major
defiance, and that he might do his worst, since she
had offered him fair and he had refused it; her mind
was altered now, and she would give him nothing,
and bade his officer that parleyed longer with her,
begone; so the parley ended. After this, she gave
him fair leave to go back to his men; but before he
could tell his tale to them, she was at his heels,,
with all her men, and gave him such a home-charge
as put Ws men into disorder; and, being too drunk
to rally, they were knocked down before they knew